
Acts 11:19-26
Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about 
Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word 
to none but unto the Jews only. 20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and 
Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching 
the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number 
believed, and turned unto the Lord. 22 Then tidings of these things came unto the 
ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he 
should go as far as Antioch. 23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, 
was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto 
the Lord. 24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and 
much people was added unto the Lord. 25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for 
to seek Saul: 26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And 
it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and 
taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

Introduction
                                  
                             
(Acts 4:36)

1. The        of Encouragement:     

L E S S O N  E I G H T

Encouragement Makes 
a Difference



© Striving Together Publications | Permission Granted to Photocopy

Acts 11:19–21
Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about 
Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the 
word to none but unto the Jews only. 20 And some of them were men of Cyprus 
and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, 
preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a 
great number believed, and turned unto the Lord.

A. The scattering of the             

Acts 8:1, 4
And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great 
persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all 
scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except 
the apostles. 4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where 
preaching the word.

B. The salvation of the     

Acts 11:18
When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, 
saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.

2. The     of Encouragement:     
Acts 11:22–24
Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in 
Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. 
23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted 
them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 24 For he 
was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was 
added unto the Lord.

A. Barnabas was   .

1 Corinthians 12:26
And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one 
member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it.

B. Barnabas was        .
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Galatians 6:10
As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially 
unto them who are of the household of faith.

James 4:17
Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

C. Barnabas was      .

Acts 6:5
And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, 
and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch:

1. Filled with the Spirit

2. Full of faith

D. Barnabas was    .

Acts 4:36–37
And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being 
interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 
37 Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet.

2 Corinthians 9:7
Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

1 Timothy 6:17–18
Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor 
trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all 
things to enjoy; 18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready 
to distribute, willing to communicate;

3. The      of Encouragement
Acts 11:25–26
Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 26 And when he had found 
him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year 
they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the 
disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.
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A. He helped a                     get his start.

Acts 9:26–27
And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the 
disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a 
disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and 
declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had 
spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name 
of Jesus.

B. He helped our          get its name.

Galatians 4:19
My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed 
in you,

Conclusion
                                  
                             


